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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1, the phrase "or the like" renders 
the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) may ihclude(s) elements not actually 
disclosed (those encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the 
claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). In Claim 1, it is unclear as to 
whether the applicant is claiming the combination of a connector mechanism and 
cabinets. The preamble does not specifically claim cabinets, e.g. "for releasably 
interconnecting elevated cabinets or the like having abutting vertical sidewalls", but 
further down in the claim there appears to be a positive recital of structure (lines 3 & 
5, "opposed connector openings in the sidewalls" 86 "female connector element that fits 
in an opening in the cabinet") alluding to a claimed combination. Applicant is 
required to clarify the disclosed claimed material, making the language of the claims 
consistent with applicant's intent. In Claim 1, line 5, the phrase "element that fits in 
an opening in one cabinet" is unclear and confusing since it is not clear if the "an 
opening" limitation is the same as one of the "opposed connector openings" as 
stipulated in line 3, or a new and distinct limitation in addition to the previously 
defined limitations. In Claim 1, line 8, the phrase "the female connector" does not 
have a proper antecedent basis. In Claim 1, line 9, the phrase "that fits in the 
opening" is viewed as having the same ambiguity as remarked in line 5 as noted above 
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[another limitation or part of the previously cited openings?]. In Claim 1, line 9, the 
phrase "the female connector" does not have a proper antecedent basis. In Claim 1, 
line 10, the phrase "the male connector" does not have a proper antecedent basis. In 
Claim 1, lines 11-12, the phrase "the keyhole slot* does not have a proper antecedent 
basis. In Claim 2, lines 2-3, the phrase "the male and female connector elements each 
include a body having a plurality of angularly spaced tabs...* appears to be a double 
inclusion of the previously defined "fastening means" [if this is the case, applicant 
should phrase the limitation as —the fastening means of the connector elements each 
include a body having...— for example]. In Claim 2, lines 4 85 5, the phrases "the 
opening", "the sidewall" and "the connector element" are unclear since it is not known 
which one of the elements is being referenced i.e., there are a plurality of these 
elements previously disclosed [a specific opening, or sidewall, or element?]. In Claim 
3, lines 3, the phrases "the opening", "the sidewall" and "the cabinet" are unclear since 
it is not known which one of the elements is being referenced i.e., there are a plurality 
of these elements previously disclosed. In Claims 2-3, the phrase "A connector..." 
should be changed to —The connector...— since the phrase as currently worded may 
be construed as a separate limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Glickman 
[U.S. Patent No. 4,353,663]. The examiner has taken the position that structural 
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elements of furniture are positively being claimed. Glickman (figures 1-7) teaches of a 
connector mechanism capable of releasably interconnecting elevated pieces of 
furniture having abutting vertical sidewalls, comprising: opposed connector openings 
(17, 18) in sidewalls (1, 2), the openings comprising recesses in the sidewalls; a female 
connector element (3) that fits in one of the openings in one of the sidewalls, the 
female connector element having an outer surface with a keyhole opening (31 - see 
figures) therein, the keyhole opening having an enlarged opening (right side as 
depicted in fig. 3) at one end connected to a narrower slot (left side as depicted in fig. 
3) at an opposite end; fastener means (5) for releasably fastening the female connector 
element in one of the openings; a male connector element (4) that fits in the other 
opening opposite the female connector element, the male connector element having a 
projection (13) extending outwardly therefrom, the projection comprising an enlarged 
head on a narrower shaft (16), the head being smaller than the enlarged opening of the 
keyhole slot but larger than the slot (fig. 3), the shaft being smaller than the slot (fig. 
3); and a fastening means (14) for releasably mounting the male connector element in 
the other opening. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Pending further consideration and an updated search, Claims 2-3 would be 
allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ruddy, Connelly, Stamper, Speraw, Braddord et al., Hake, 
British publication 183,630, DeNatale, McMurtrie, and Busse describe connector 
mechanism assemblies. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James O. Hansen whose telephone number is 703- 
305-7414. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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